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the              call

• The overall goal of ERA-PLANET’s Strand 1 is to fully exploit data and 

information, tools and services that derive from the increasing multi-

sensor, multi-temporal and multi-scale capacity and use of EO (in situ 

and space-borne), in conjunction with other cross cutting 

observational platforms, towards identifying and facing cities’ 

vulnerabilities, supporting policies to design strategies and 

procedures to shield citizens and mitigate impacts of urbanization.

• The achievement of this overarching goal will be based on two 

discrete, but at the same time interconnected, objectives: create 

Smart Cities and develop Resilient Societies.
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• 19 partners, 12 countries

• 2.75 m€, 9.15 m€ total

the fellowship of SMURBS

The partners are committed to involve women and men across the project activities: 

� 41 women will be involved, representing 40% of the personnel involved; 

� 30% of the Tasks and 1 WP will be led by women.
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the fellowship of SMURBS
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Conceptual cornerstones
Convergence of existing knowledge and technological 
advancement under the ‘smart city’ banner

Three cross-linked axes of objectives: overarching, 
thematic and interoperability

‘Smart city’ model implementation based on assets 
and needs

Showcasing EO synergistic exploitation for high 
priority policy issues

Diverse disciplinary interactions

Extroversion heavily built in the overall concept of the 
project
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• develop synergies between EO platforms

• converge under the “smart city” banner

• take user needs on board

• tailor solutions to the thematic

areas 

• deliver a portfolio of smart urban solutions

• test and showcase in pilots

• let the followers amplify the impact

the concept
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Satellites

In-situ

Modeling

� Mobile applications

� Service platforms

� Data fusion algorithms for multi-source EO data

� Crowd-sourced hubs, tools/applications

�Decision Support Systems

� Chemical weather forecasting

� Source apportionment/source finder tool

� Mapping of natural and manmade risk/vulnerability

� Optimal routing for emergency responses 

� Natural ecosystem and urbanization growth indicators

� Urban essential variables

Innovative observational platforms (including smart 

sensors,  airborne/lidar/hyperspectral, UAVs, 

online/real-time specialized measurements) 

Concept highlights
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The project will use the ‘lighthouse city’ approach (pilot 

cases), i.e. selected smart cities of the European network 

will set the stage to integrate and unify existing, increasing, 

but still fragmented EO resources (satellites, in situ 

networks/sensors, UAVs, models, citizen observatories), 

into information and decision making tools for individuals 

and local governments. 

Concept highlights
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The implementation of the project will foresee training and replication 

of the tools/methods to follower cities (including non European), and 

will foster processes that will be ensuring the sustainability and 

extendibility of the network within ERA-PLANET and relevant JPIs, 

EIPs. 

Vision
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Exploita
tion

Scenario 
1

Scenario 
2

Scenario 
3

Scenario 
4

Scenario 
5

Uptake of SMURBS tools and 

services by partner cities and 

relevant agencies

Export of 

SMURBS tools 

and services 

to the outer 

world 

including 

non-EU cities

Scientific and 

technological 

follow ups

Introduce individual 

portfolio elements 

into the EO 

marketplace

White paper for EO 

exploitation in EU policy 

in sensitive priority topics



ERA-PLANET Kick off meeting, 9-11 October, 2017, Rome, Italy

Management structure
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